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Blessings to the Clergy, the faithful and all the beloved ones of the
Malankara Orthodox Church and in particular the Diocese of Bombay
and the well-wishers and friends of the Gateway.

At the very outset may | extend a very sincere and enriched greetings
of the season. As we move forward as pilgrims towards the Holy Cross
and the Master of the Cross who died on the Cross for the salvation of
the whole humanity which we celebrate in an elaborate way, | join all
of you to praise God Almighty for the gift in and through the son of God
who came down and became an avatar as a human being in this world
and in 33 years transformed the whole creation, put it back to healthy
and wealthy positions in terms or reconciliation with God the Father
and enriched the creation with salvific treat. Upheld us to come to the
mighty presence of God Almighty the Father and receive His blessings
in abundance, taking away our sins and filling us with His grace and
mercy. We are very specially privileged to identify the presence of the
mighty one in and through the canonical hours, the holy services of
various kinds with colour and decoration in terms of beautiful
processions reflecting on the salvific action of Jesus Christ can be the
entry into the Holy Jerusalem Church - the Passover event. The great
journey Jesus initiated on the great Friday, the ceremonial procession
from the cross to the burial space, the remarkable feast of feasts the
appearance of Jesus Christ the risen one who invites each and every
one to the promised eternal bliss. We have to salute all the great fathers
of the church who might have been confined to a small hut or in a cave
reflecting on the biblical events, historical moments of the salvific action
initiated by Jesus Christ the savior of the world and decorated it with
wonderful songs and praises, Psalms and prayers which give new
impetus for us for the transformation of the creation and certainly
enriching the humanity for a better tomorrow. When we look back in
history we can see the remarkable guidance of the Holy Spirit all through
the centuries, the great appearance of remarkable personalities like
Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs and Saints of different colour and flavor in
terms of their commitment to various dimensions of the Christian
values.

All the sacraments, the canonical hours, the kneeling and
prostration, and making the sign of the cross and humbly submitting
ourselves at the feet of the cross and the master of the cross looking
unto and identifying the risen God, all these are a very special treats
from above through the Holy church for us to get nourished and
spiritually polished and enriched so that we will climb up the ladder of
Christian spiritual prosperity and achievements.

As we pass through this historic space of the creation of God in this
world, we have to contribute not only in the spiritual realm, not only in
the field of economic prosperity but also in various other spears
including concern for the poor and the needy, the downtown and the
marginalized, the people who are isolated and may be in depression
and oppression, in poverty, in deep pains and sorrows and agonies and
isolation and ever so many negative forces which enslaved them to
enjoy the beauty and the grace and mercy of God who is always loving
and caring.
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So the church and the faithful have got a very important role to play
to address the challenges and transform the atmosphere so that every
person who is made in the image of God can enjoy every bit of the
wonderful presence of the mighty one. The unity among humanity and
the coming together to praise and adore God Almighty and bring the
whole creation unto the feet of Jesus are some of the most important
ingredients in the life and witness of true Christians. The holy great
Lent and in particular the Holy Week services which culminate in the
great feast of feasts the Holy Easter are a set of great blessings in which
we identify the great love and care of God Almighty, where we are
ought to bring or the sorrows and agonies of people of different
backgrounds, to receive God’s blessings in abundance and have a new
era of hope and solitude and that’s the reason why we celebrate the
great lent, fast for a long periods culminating in the feast on the Holy
Easter day. The marching of Christians like the journey of Israel even
through the wilderness, have had different experiences, likewise in
the modern world Christians are to follow Jesus and receive blessings
in and through various channels of Christian experiences and exposures.
This season reminds us of our commitment to God in terms of true
worship and expressing our gratitude for the wonderful way in which
we are led, saved and incorporated into His Holy Body the Holy church
which is a safest space under the sun and also for all the ingredients
God have extended to each and every one and for the great promise
that we will be elevated to greet God mighty when he appears a second
time in his great glory so that we will be marching forward to enjoy the
great package of the kingdom of God. Let’s humbly submit ourselves
and prepare ourselves to go forward and especially deepen our faith
and surrender our steps so that the Holy Week Services will be a great
Christian spiritual passionate space for us to come closer to the Lord to
experience the deep and dear presence of the mighty one and for our
surrender to him in and through our submission to his will. In turn, we
ought to cleanse our homes for God to enter and enrich each and
everyone, like the presence of Jesus Christ at the house of Zacchaeus in
the New Testament Time or Abraham in the Old Testament time. So
also, the need of the hour in terms of addressing the challenges before
the poor and the needy, the down trodden and the marginalized, the
sick and the suffering, all these things are also very important as we
progress in our pilgrimage.

May | take this opportunity to greet each and every one with great
enthusiasm and Christian commitment longing to see that we all will
be able to join together along with our departed ones when Jesus
appears second time and pray that all the steps during the coming days
enable us to come closer to Him and certainly make ourselves available
at the feet of Jesus the risen Lord who extends his blessings in abundance
so that we will be healthy and wealthy, beyond all the evil temptations,
drugs or drinks or all the negative forces which are created by the satanic
power and march forward with vigour and vitality to adore and glorify
the risen Lord and our journey may continue by the blessings from the
risen Lord.

God bless all of you, | would love to place a very special request
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EDITORIAL

(@16E §eBAUOMIM) TV
SHBOM0I@3 (nllweO,

OHBAOMING GRBAIQ B>0}MWILNO BYal@IeRo GNGEAI ONMIIH]
26Q00) LlHeo @)S] (alMU1EUB:Gle0)H oM. aldlu)ad Ve 2V1dal])
£al0)MOUd @RYELIaH]HH)aN MMMINETIT D MIB)HHSIT3 aFBH))0
a0{BWONAIW MDIVA @RYUWOTVHUB MMM, WBa(leod laileeyan
MLOBH]HBOW] MLIDGISI)AUOIMBS BOMYR6M B0GOO (SHITVMYO
mloleno MaHlaI®m200101e0)M@. 2Wda] afleoaiMo e algyam
(alWOM MLEMBUVEEBSEIGE BN @) R1USIG BRMYRAIAEM. DM O
afls 201deEmPIEMQAIMIV HAOMIA] 2IMAl RIGILOHIV] al)@)
Rlaead erm)sale 80) allutlay TVEROMAIV] APUIBIMO ©21QAD).
‘@RBYa0eIn0W] (GIMN®) afllomm (Glavmailmssalid’ agan ail.
alMERIDMS B8aMNJ0 §BHOCIAML0 GRIIMOMIG (al®laloR]afldles)m o
DD 80) @RSITLOOMAOBILINEM. @RYW)MIE: VOTV(® GLIOE:0 DOEMEDIN
@R®12R°10#9)AU0MIS8S  @R(VITMald](WABBS)0, aldleHUeMEBB8)o
@RMYMVY@o  ESBAN)OB06NEID1H8)) B> 6.

8 QI@aHo ©BINE AMaHUIM 2EMOEM @PMIRIalla] @GRAO®Io
eSO NUIWRB af)eIMIVAB O SHAM HAIWITI @RSIO TLAVD®N)
(alQlaiMo MsEBIVI0)M). adlajaioe alElgendl Rlailajlenceaam
TLOWIDHB}0 DEAUHBE alBAUDHN)AM). af)NOGE 2 AVAO(TVIENY
@BU3Ee) MMl (GIM®) 2EeMOT™ @R®IRIAla]) af)M@IMOG3 B0)
N3N (S aflvoloMiles DOm0 QAUOBDMHES, oglea]s)
OOENSHESO B0} GOOBIEN @RYURI210IMBAUISNMVIL]. (Glai@)allend
9018 {lecmos Mmaes af)Sl ameuy R10MEBes ¢21dem)MIATm)
SOV BVMIo aBOQSIENIMIVWIM  2WV1Ba{leod 2aO®Io MR}HH0
LI AVBH 0.

@Qoﬂ(ﬁgj M) 2OHQOD) (AWM ATVEMBUoO ’M1eBBU3HS TVAIWIMO’
af)aM  HOBAUWENYAE. (HITV@ANOG (H)00)DMETMINS 2ll®O]
Gajo® UBlayeMo 2OS]HMOIVIE3 BW 2 1BV @RAVAIWIMOIG3
SFlVEA @RAINYPS AWIOMIC3 QM DAMBIMMIV (HITV®) EPO)SIW
Qlal  )&HWB ‘MEBBUWBSHH TVROWIMO’ af)MIEM. GRM)AUOO @6BBUD
xailaj MW2}OODIOL! lLIBIOMVI0 alflDEW)o @AIG QLD

BYOSI0)IM). BRWIHI0AIBEOD®I0 MVOR)a0lH: AlJAINAIGIGE8W)o
aloaVyafl21006MBE8WV)0 af)2l0o BYHQISIO)AN WTlaUIAM  )HOB aBOO
HOHWOLHQ|SIOTIV QBN HBOWI0)AM)Y; ‘MEBUBHS TVAOWIMO’ ag)am
@ROYAMOLNANZ MVLOADIM QBN HWB. allmISEEBIg BV @Rl
®W}o GelARAILPED MAINEUHODILNMI® AVOGHY WI(® UBlaty
@OAIE3 M2HH BBUBIENI0. GRIOG0 AT GHUBHO)AIOM aBQo @RYWasl
B9)IN QUOHN)HBO6IN VIO OOBHA, VVOABIVW)OS, MVEIDIHODBIH
‘MBS TLAOWIMO’ AN HOBAIVENJ0. AUYSDIHSIGB, B>)S)o6n!
68383103, MVERWIG3, MV@)aOGI31@3 af)gloo gD @@Bmuom(;@‘oﬂem@ 206Qoeil
2)96336Mo. Moo MM MIAIMIGEN)M alel AyAUMOI®]&HO8W)o,
@RUIHHOOAIBOHOMWo M0 QAILIO® BWH.|S)AM). Compromising Chris-
tianity ag)an @RYUOWO HO(GHIMIMA MVEI EMMIMIAMITY GaldLl)o &HSIN)
@)S1010189)aM). M® 9H0Ll®HnoW cMgEBUWEno Mleimlelailm)o
GAINE] 2 l0S1I0OD alLITIEMOS)o alLIGDIS)0 alo Gald)AIOM)o, ald:Ho
aflslen)aom)o 988 aflel GanIoWal)B3Q)R0W (VoMEBBRU3 MIBBIWNYAIVDIGI
DT MSHHNAN). D@ M0 afla»)SBIMAUID (ST IW TVIEHYOIM)o
alMI6MIH20W] afllim)SBaN QAN al0OMUOLEBUBEN)0 G2l01Gal00
OEEBUWBHENPDLI00 af) @006M. “86 Ql@aHo EMOOMOA MOLOSM
caualla)) GRAIM af)MlHs WIOIO) GBIHANC Sald@Iglel ailoan
6O af)HY ©OLR0AI)0 @OO}A MINMBOVAOM af)eBBOHM MBSl |0W)o”
af)M TLOBHI0 alO6OD OB MAVISHYA06Mo al)@3BH1W  al)emy
all®089@00)0S allB®)SABoHH060M @REIRIMILN)AN M) H6)
AUYHOMR0® MIeIW)o MILIaI0S)®8)o QmMIWlolenemo @@ 1m3
VIR0V 904a]) VIGBHNHWYo GAleMo. DWIBHODPIEMNMQAIMOIV
(BIN®) M2)e8 901daflenes aNEWBEIMo §alQ)an WINOGGN
LROWIMo a0 BWEBBSITI aBQ)AI06EB)AIM)0 BI®ILNES @yBe2eElHe)an
068160 VIG3 BROACIMAN0 MIGHIANMSS (Gl Rlailloo
MOEnQIMI0 HHBADORIAI MY V0B 1BHBlEHNT af)IM (aldBGNM
GWIOS 0BAIBHN)0 BAIHOT H)S] VIda] Halo)MISIOG a0yBWoNAOW
@R)YUDOTVEU3 GMOYIM).

mieMa0aliBqjo,

afd. . all. UARWIANV
aflafl af)WilQad

since | am planning to travel to USA and Canada and maybe away for a
few weeks | earnestly solicit your prayers and support, encouragement
and enrichment and | salute each and every one and thank all of you to
have taken up the particular responsibility of not only completing the
Lenten period but also marching forward with a very special agenda of
mainly focusing on the coming years which will enable us to go further
in to the Golden jubilee of the Diocese along with jubilee’s of great
stalwarts of the Malankara Orthodox Church, His Grace Julius Mar
Alvares Metropolitan and His Grace Dr. Philipos Mar Theophilus
Metropolitan and other Saints, Fathers and Great Leaders of the church.
As we have identified various programs and projects especially during
this season towards the Golden Jubilee, | earnestly solicit each and
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every one to pool your talents and capabilities and contribute spiritually
for a better tomorrow. | earnestly solicit your prayers and support in
every event and your thoughts and ideas for us to have a clarity on the
steps to be taken and the most important actions, programs and projects
to be selected so that our steps in the future will be pleasing to God,
useful to the society and complimenting each other, the members of
the Diocese of Bombay and, in particular, the clergy and the faithful.

God bless and have a very blessed Easter.
Your Shepherd in Christ,

Geevarghese Mar Coorilos Metropolitan
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MI06110) AIDAELE:Jo, YOIAMROW MEEMo, aldMIdS] MBycamlw)es Rlaillmalo
HG220NR06M @GIEMQAI}0 BEMINOOAIW TVIHHU0. af)2l00I0)o AOTNOOD
@E12)615:0l09008 BOH|SIEMINU8 ®EM TVRUSIEHIV] B0)EH6a|SIBlee)aM
DSOMIG &1senlg) ailwoalajloyam a1omiosl @loycamlwies RIailo;
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“Do you fast? Then feed the hungry,
give drink to the thirsty, visit the sick,
do not forget the imprisoned, have
pity on the tortured, comfort those
who grieve and who weep, be
merciful, humble, kind, calm, patient,
sympathetic, forgiving, reverent,
truthful and pious, so that God might
accept your fasting and might
plentifully grant you the fruits of
repentance.”

~SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
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“THE CHURCH AND
THE (IM)MIGRATION”

Fr. Adv. Alvin Abraham Simon

The story of Jesus and his parents fleeing from Bethlehem to
Egypt is one of the biblical passages that is often seen as supporting
for those who are in the process of migration. It is being noted that
many of our young students and couples are migrating to other
countries in search of education, job, better standards of living and
relatively safer environment. It is argued that this example in Matt.
2:13-23 points to migration as a divinely sanctioned or divinely
ordained way of life, and that it underlines the importance of support
for (im)migrants and the ethical necessity of (near-) open borders. It
is also assumed that Jesus, because of this experience, would feel
himself as a migrant and have a special sympathy for migrants; by
the same token, migrants as such, would be particularly close to
Jesus and somehow reflect him in this world.

The Old Testament document talks about the life of people in
Deuteronomy 26:5 “My father was a wandering Aramean, and he
went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became
a great nation, powerful and numerous.” The people around have
been movingin and out of the land due to many reasons. The present
migration of people from third world countries to developed countries
has its own delicacies in these regions. The Church has also
witnessed a large number of young minds migrating to various other
countries. Many in the Church prophesy that this migration of the
younger people would put the existence of the Church in the grey
area. There is a fear in the community that the Church would be a
solitude or empty space due to the immigrant and emigrant
processes. Most of our students claim they are migrating to
European countries in search of higher education and job
opportunities. However, there are multiple socio-political-religious
reasons for the migration. This article is not initiated to touch upon
the reasons for the migrations rather to prepare our students to carry
the Church wherever they travel. We have to build a culture of “Every
moving Christian is a walking Church”. We have to prepare our
kids/students in such a way that they would carry the values and
faith professed by the Church in whatever country they migrate. The
Syriac word for Church is “Etho” which means assembly. It is the
spirit of Church that has to be carried and filled. According to St.
Paul the Apostle, Church is the Body of Christ and the Bride of Christ.
This would primarily mean it is not static but dynamic. The growth
of the Church is in the expansion of the Church.

A few points that we need to ponder upon while preparing our
children who would in all probability migrate different places and
countries.

1. Deep rooted in Liturgy: Our students need to be taught
the very importance of the Liturgy. It is the Liturgy that the Orthodox
Church preserves and cherishes in the church. The Church stands as
a defining space for orthodox worship. Our Children are to be taught
the culture of binding to the Church in binding to the Christ. St.
Cyprian of Carthage says ‘extra Ecclesiam nulla salus’ which means
no salvation outside the Church. Our Children who are baptised in
orthodox faith must be taught in this perspective. It is not to the
outsider but the one who is already initiated to follow the path of
growing in perfection. Liturgical life style must be induced in our
children from the very beginning not as a hard yoke but as a gem for
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spiritual enrichment.

2. Trinitarian Faith Orientation: The orthodox faith is
Trinitarian faith. It is not the analysis or objective scrutiny that is
required but a deeper sense of awakening and arising that is aspired
in Trinitarian Faith. The proclamation of Glory to the Father, to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit must expand our horizons beyond the
chanting and rituals. It must open our inner being to the greater
calling of discipleship and missiology of the Church. Missio Dei
(Mission of God) is not conversion of religion but conversion of the
heart. It is the conversion of the lifestyle. Trinitarian faith is building
our life centered on the Love of God. The extending of “the love of
God” to all human beings is central to the Trinitarian concept of
faith. Trinitarian faith also lays emphasis on a harmonious approach
towards ecology and environment. Our children are to be taught to
foster healthy relationship with the nature. Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios
always distanced himself from being called “humans as the crown
of the creation” rather he emphasised “humans as the priest of God”.
A priest serves as a steward and as the one who connects every dot
in the spiritual realm.

3. Community over individuality: Spirit of Community needs
to be implanted in the young minds. Post Covid era is primarily seen
as an age of isolation and quarantine. The post modern era had
been advocating individuality and now, with the Post Covidian
demands, it has aggravated further. Our children are growing in the
challenging era of selfie and go solo culture, which hinders their
development inculcated through societal interactions. It is a fact
that community preferences and brotherhood is lost in the spiritual
journey of young people in the present times. It is our duty and
responsibility to imbibe our children with a sense of community
belongingness. The African term “UBUNTU” meaning “/ AM BECAUSE
WE ARE” has to be the philosophy that is assimilated in our children.
A sense of belongingness towards the Church has to be created in
the minds of our youth. This would alternatively help the church in
its perpetual growth.

4. Adhering to Patristic teaching: The word patristic may
sound like some high theological jargon but, the word actually means
teachings of the Church fathers. Adhering to the words of our spiritual
fathers is the tradition of the church as well as a part of the Indian
culture too. ‘Pithakanmaarude Vaakkugal’ or Sayings of the Early
Church Fathers has always been a guiding light in the life of
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Orthodoxy. Wherever we go and live, we have to be attached to the
words of our Church Fathers and rooted in the Word of God. The
biblical interpretations and annotations, prayers and hymns, lifestyle
and manners etc of the Church fathers are the strength of Orthodox
Way. Our children are to be taught to be obedient and respectful
towards these teachings by introducing them to the ancient Christian
writings which are relevant even in this post modern era.

These are some of the nurturing capsules which would connect
the migrating students with the Church in whatever space they travel.

These migrating students would actually work as the extension of
the Church which would in turn help in the expansion of the Church.
Let us not look at the present growing phenomena of migration as a
bane rather let us see this as an opportunity for the growth of the
Church in all these region. The Church as a whole may work in
enriching and empowering all our young ones as the missionaries of
the church in whichever country they settle. As it is rightly said
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.”
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MOVING OUT OF YOUR COMFORT ZONE (1 Chrn:4:9-10)

Fr Sam QOommen

Everybody has a comfort zone. There is a certain temperature at which
we feel the most comfortable. There is a way of life in which we feel most
comfortable, when we are around the wrong crowd, wrong place, wrong
situation, we can feel uncomfortable and out of place. When we find our-
selves outside of our ‘comfort zone’, we may be little nervous, it just proves
that we are being interested in being comfortable. However there is a sense
when comfort can become a thing of concern.

It is easy to reach a place as individuals where we become satisfied with
the status quo, we so plan our lives to the point that we can about predict
what will happen from one day to the next, for many this kind of stability,
provide a deep sense of security and well being and there is nothing wrong
with that. It is when this same type of comfortable living invades our spiritual
life that will cause us trouble.

If any Christian had ever reached a place where he could be satisfied with
his spiritual progress, it was apostle Paul, yet he remained unsatisfied and
always reached for more, Phil:3:12-14.

Not many individuals live in a comfort zone, but do many churches,
when we see the attendance and total offertory, we are satisfied and we may
not invite others to join the church, and truly these are not the ways to be
satisfied, church die when spiritual progress is not alive. A church is in a
serious trouble when it looks for comfort zone.

Jabez and His Responsibility: Vs:9

Three note worthy things are said of this man in this verse. They reveal a
lot about his character and about his desire to rise above the ordinary in his
walk with God.

His Place in Life (1Chrn:1:-4:8)

Is the generalogy of the nation of Israel. For the most part it is a insights
into the lives of a few of the more not able people such as David, when we
come to Jabez, we are confronted with a man whose life is like an oasis in a
dry barren desert, most of the other simply states that they beget sons and
daughters and that they died, it appears that Jabez was not content to be like
everyone else. It turn out the Jabez was a glant among pigmies like cream ,
the life of Jabez rose to the top. He was a real somebody in a sea of nobodies.
Isn’t not sad to think that our life might be condensed to a few “Begats and
then he died” — wouldn’t it be a tragedy for our life to come down to no more
than a few lines on a tombstone.

Those who have departed, some names are mentioned often, while others
have never come up, why is that? It is because some left a greater mark and
cut a wider path as they moved through this world, sadly few people leave an
indedible mark on this world, fewer till leave such a mark on eternity.

We should never be satisfied to be like every one else. God has called each
of us and had gifted each of us the means wonderful ways 1 Cor: 12-7-26.
He has given us the means whereby we stand out from the crowd and be
different for his glory. Some people are different just for the sake of being
different. But we need to be different because the Lord has done a work in
our hearts and lives, the question is this after ten years of our death, our
contribution will be remembered made to the kingdom of God. That can
happen but only if we determine that we will be different from the rest of the
crowd.

The Problem in Life:

His mother named him Jabez, (Pain), many people would take a man like
that and figure they were doomed from the start, they would do everything in
their power to see that they lived as to their name. It doesn’t have to be that
way, we have the power of Holy spirit to break the chain which stands as
barrier, just because everyone thinks we will fail, doesn’t mean we have to
live that way now. Instead we have the ability to rise above ourselves through
the power of God. 2 Cor: 15;10.

God is able to accept us as the finds us and transform into what he wants
us to be — Jacob, trickster, God transformed him and changed his name to
Israel which means “A Prince with God’

We can rise above our past and the circumstance of our life.
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His Performance in Life:

The Bible says that Jabez was more honorable than his brethern”. He just
looked at how they were living and decided that he could do better. Jabez was
not remembered as a great leader, preacher or prophet. He did not make his
mark on the battle fields of his life as a great leader of man. His name is
remembered because he was a man of prayer; His name was remembered
because he was a man of in a godless way. (1Cor:10:31). This information
regarding Jabez merely demonstrates that he refused to be forced into anyone’s
mold. He was determined to live for the Lord, inspite of what everyone else
did. This should be the heart desire of every child of God: Rom:12:1-2.

Jabez and his Prayer: Vs:10a
Jabez Prayed for his Prosperity:

Jabez prayer for prosperity is two fold 1) He prays for the Lord fullest
blessing upon his life, then he prays for his boundaries to be extended. It
would appear that Jabez was not satisfied with the status quo. All Jabez
wanted was two things.

He asked for God’s best:

Jabez wanted the fullness of God’s blessing to be upon his life who among
us does not want the same thing today? Truly God wants us to enjoy the
richest of his blessing, Mal: 3:10. Refuse to dwell in comfort zone, break
away from the ordinary and watch God bless and use our life in extra ordi-
nary ways.

The disciples in Jn: 21:1-6they tried to operate in the energy of their flesh
and were unsuccessful but when they began to do things. God’s way they
were rewarded with abundance.

He asked for God’s Blessing:

In praying for his borders to be expanded Jabez is asking the Lord to help
him to have influence in the world. It would seem that Jabez is not content to
dwell in his comfort zone. He wants to break out and do more for the Lord.
As long as we are satisfied where we are,we are going to be limited in our
outreach, but when we allow the Lord to move us out of the comfort zone of
life. He can extend our borders and give us a greater influence into the world.

Jabez’s Prayed for Power:

Jabez asked the lord to put his hand into his life, Jabez was not content to
be like others, when it came to the power of God, he wanted more. Today
also we can see some, they refuse to stay in comfort zone as a result they are
blessed Paul weak in body. 2 Cor: 10:10. Yet a power house for God (Acts:
14:8-12) God wants to fill us and use us for his glory, Eph: 5:18, Acts: 1:8,
give the chance, God will amaze us.

Jabez Prayed for Protection:

Jabez continued his prayers with a request for protection from sin and
evil. He knew that when sin comes in, trouble soon follows, Prov: 13:5 Jabez
simply asked the Lord to help him to live for God.

This should be the attitude to be taken by every child of God, we ought to
hate everything that brings dishonor to name of the Lord, and David said it
best, when he said... Ps:101:3. I believe we all have to pray for this same
thing. After all, God has promised to provide deliverance from every tempta-
tion — 1 Cor:10:13.

Jabez and his Provision: Vs:10b

God heard the prayer of Jabez and answered him by giving him all the
things for which he prayed, why did the Lord do this? God did it because he
honors prayer that honors him — Jas: 4:2-3.

We serve a God who has promised to hear and answer our prayers, Mt:
7:7-8, Jer: 33:3, therefore we can make our request in absolute confidence
knowing that the Lord has heard us and will give us that which we seek, 1 Jn:
5:13-14, Jn: 14:13-14, 16:23.

Now think, are we satisfied by our spiritual growth, if not, then Lord is
waiting to make necessary changes in our life. All that remain is for us to
come to Jesus. a
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Finding one's Galilee
Rincy

Christ is Risen!

The disciples are no longer in Jerusalem but have come to Galilee. The
reason for their stay in Galilee flows from the instruction given by the Risen
Lord to the women (St Matthew 28:10 - “Then Jesus said to them, “Do not
be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see
Me.”).

The apostles had the most traumatizing week in Jerusalem - betrayals,
denials and cowardice on their part while their beloved Master was taken
captive, scourged and led to crucifixion. Then they witnessed the Resurrec-
tion- it was joyous news indeed yet unfathomable to the common rational
mind.

Shortcomings aside, the disciples deeply loved the Lord. Jerusalem was
the place which triggered the feelings of loss, hopelessness, and enigma in
them. The Risen Lord instructs them to go back to Galilee- the place where
they first met Him. Galilee was their little beautiful world having tender memo-
ries of His companionship and teachings. At this stage, Galilee could offer
them the much-needed rest from the anguish which Jerusalem heaped on
them. Of course, there will a time soon when the disciples will boldly pro-
claim Risen Christ in Jerusalem and the whole earth but now it was the time
to return- to Galilee and in time, to that world of joy and to contemplate the
words of the Lord in the light of His Crucifixion and Resurrection.

It was on the shores of Lake Gennesaret (Sea of Galilee/Sea of Tiberias)
that Simon Peter, after a hopeless fishing expedition, had a deep intimate
encounter with the Lord (St. Luke 5:1-11). The first memories are the fond-
est too. Simon Peter’s announcement “I am going fishing” (v.3) is often cited
as his practical nature or a hopeless transition to the old profession. What if
this very statement and action was done in the hope of meeting the Lord like
he met Him the first time!?

Simon Peter and friends toiled the whole night without any results. In the
morning, a stranger calls out to them from the shore to see if they got any
catch (food). “No”, answered the disciples, not knowing who He was. Then
the disciples, particularly Simon Peter, heard a familiar command to cast the
net.

In their first meeting, the Lord had instructed Simon Peter thus- “Launch
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon’s response was:
“Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your
word I will let down the net.” And when they had done this, they caught a
great number of fish, and their net was breaking. (St Luke 5:3-6; NKJV)

Jesus asks Simon to let down the ‘nets’ (many) and Simon responds he
will let down ‘net’ (just one). Simon is perplexed- he toiled all night and
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caught nothing and here is a Carpenter instructing a seasoned fisherman where
to launch his nets. Simon isn’t hopeful but he doesn’t want to disobey either
and responds that for the sake of Jesus’s request, he will let down the net.
The catch was astonishing.

However, this time the command was to launch the net on the right side-
only a net. It would have reminded Simon of his half-hearted obedience and
hopelessness, but he still didn’t know that it was the Lord. The disciple
whom Jesus loved tells Peter- ‘It is the Lord’. The feelings of unworthiness
would have been crushing Simon Peter inside and perhaps that is why this
time Simon doesn’t wish to walk on the water to come to the Lord (St.
Matthew 14:28). Instead, he simply plunges into the sea after putting on his
outer garment.

When the disciples came to the land dragging the net with fish, they saw
a fire of coals with fish laid on it and bread (v.9). The coal of fires would
have reminded Simon Peter of the dreaded night when he warmed himself
over the coal of fires set by the servants and officers (St John 18:18). In the
presence of the ‘worldly’ fire lit by the officers and servants, Simon Peter
denied Christ three times. In the warmth of this ‘worldly’ fire, Simon Peter
tried to protect himself from the cold but in his heart, he received no comfort.
However, in the presence of the fire lit by Christ, Simon Peter received food
for nourishment of his body (fish and bread), nourishment and comfort for
his soul (forgiveness) and a commandment to tend and feed the lambs and
sheep of Christ. The breakfast gospel reading culminates with Jesus serving
them bread and fish- a reminder of the servant leader lesson at the Last Sup-
per.

On that night in the sea of Tiberias, the disciples would have been fishing
for answers- where was their life heading and what was its purpose. The
Lord announced "Peace" when meeting the disciples in a closed room post
Resurrection. We have been promised this peace. Peace is collaborative- in
order to behold, imbibe and radiate peace given by the Lord, we are called
upon this journey of experiences to grow spiritually and faithfully.

Sometimes in life we are led through the Jerusalem experiences- painful,
hurting, puzzling etc. and these give us an opportunity to retreat to the Galilee
of our lives- where we get an opportunity to reminisce when we felt closer to
Him and as a group/family/community we were in communion with Him. A
retreat to help us know who we are, evaluate our purpose in life and to wait
unto the Lord.

May the Good Lord guide us in this journey.
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